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Queft. 1. Hat is the beft Method for a Peron to 
ufe to approach worthily to the Partict 
pation of the Lords Supper, who bas 
not Communicated for a Year or two laft paft, partly by Re- 
lapfts into formerly committed Sins, partly through great 
Fears of Usworthy Receiving, asd partly by violent Tempta- 
tions of Satan per{wading to the Omiffion of that great Duty 
of being a Communicant, which our Saviour pofitively com- 
manded, when be Inftituted the Bieffed Sacrament ? 

Anfw. We defign’d this for the latter part of our fecond 
Volume, as being proper to be treated upon amoneft other 
Divinity Queftions, but being importun’d for ap Anfwer, 
the Querift {till ftrugling with his great Temptations and 
Doubts,¢c. We have thought it our Dury to give him what 
farisfaction we are able in the three particulars of his Que- 
ry, viz. Relapies, Fears of Unworthy Receiving, Suggeftions 
not to Communicate. 

1. To Relapfes into a formerly committed Sin, they are 
indeed great Aggravations to it, bur the greater they are, 
the fooner they ought to be left, becaufe the danger ts 
greater— Yer God Almighcy takes not fach meafures with 
his Creatures, as we do with one another : Repentance can- 
cels the greate(t DebtS. The returning Prodigal was no lefs 
lov’d than the always dutiful Son. Not but that even our 
forgiven Impieties ought co imprefs a deep fenfe of Humi- 
lity and fear of Apoftatizing, for frequent Relapfes create 
an Habit, and an Habic of Sin generally ends in a State of 
Reprobation and Impenitency; but we hope better things 
of our rift, whofe trouble at his Weaknefs and incon- 
ftant Refolves fhows fome meafure of Penitence, and thae 
he has not yet grieved the Holy Spirit fo as utterly to de- 
part from him. 

2. Twas Luther's Paradox, That none came Worthy bus 
thofe that are Unworthy, that is, in their own fenfe and 
fecling—aA true fenfe of a Perfon’s Unworthinefs, which 
is attended with Repentance, Holy Refolutions, and a 
ftri€ter Watch over himfelf, is never without true Faith, 
by confequence fuch a Perfon is not unqualify’d fora Com- 
memoration and Participation of the Objeé& of his Faith, 
I mean our dying Saviour. 

3. We have little Reafon to believe the Father of Lyes, 
who is always moft bufie with thofe he is in danger of 
loofing———~Thofe that came not to the Wedding Supper 
were deftroyed as well as thofe that came without a Wed- 
ding Garment, Matth. 22. 5, 6, 7. compared with 41, 42, 
and 13 verfes,——Christ tajted Death for all men ; therefore 
thofe fruftrate his Love, who wilfully exclude themfelves 
from the benefits thereof in excufes and delays, fhould 
fupplant a Concern of fo great Moment. Numa Pompilius, 
being upon a time told that hts Enemies were in arms, 
and coming againft him, he made chis Anfwer, At Ego 
rem Divinam facio, But I, (faith he) am Sacrifyfing to the 
Gods. He would not omit what he thought his Dury, 
(alchough he was 4 Heathen) when the Enemy was at the 
very Gates. 

In fhort, let che Querift repent of what he knows he is 
guilty of, and if he has wrong’d any Perfon in any Nature, 
fet him make what fatisfaétion he can, God requires no 
more ; ler him refolve to be more Watchfal for the future, 
and avoid the Occafions of his Sin, and then let him Com- 
municate, and Dou'st not, for an honeft hearty endeavour 
to Fear God, never wants the Divine Affiftance. 

Queft. 2. Why are Atheifts apt for 4 Confirmation of any 
thing to take Gods Name in Vain, and Swear by God, fince 
they believe none? 

Anfw. look upon't as a Fudgmegt from God Almighty 
upon them, and a means to confirm a thoughtful Perfon in 
the belief of a Deiry. When we hear a Man fo foolifh and 
unreafonable, as chat his Words aud Principles are almoft 
every moment contradifory, what Credit is due vo his Affer- 
tions, or how fhall we believe him, who whilft he Difpates 
does ever and anon grant the contrary Conclufion ? 


Queft. 3. What is that that is called by the Name of an 
Aftral Spirit ? 

Anfw. Au Aftral Spirit according to the Charaéter we 
have of it, isa Material Subfance, of « Nature much more 
refin'd than Man, betwixc that of Common Spirits and 
Mankind, that they are Mortal, and generate and live.éz 
fome Region of the Air, as their proper refidence ; Their 
way of Correfpondence with Mankind is this, A Man mut 
go backward into a Chamber on the North-fide of an Hoxft, 
which Chamber muft never before have been lain in, and there 
muft be clean Sheets on the Bed when the Man comes inte 
the Chamber, he is te go fome times round it backward, [ay- 
ing fome Pfaim backward, and ufing fome other fort of 
Words, after which be fits down upon 4 Chair or Stool, and 
a fhe Ajiral, {bap’d like a beautiful woman, comes into the 
Door, to whom the Perfonis to be very Complaifant; and 
when \oe pretends Modefty and willingne{s to be gone, be muft 
be importenate, and at lajt (bil fit with bim, and afterwards 
€o to fleen with him, but be muft never offer to detain ber 
when (he bas a mind to rife; (he wil give bim a Ring, or 
fome other Token, with fuch and fuch Virtues, and thea leave 
bim —.This is the Affral Spirit either Male or Female, on- 
ly the Male Aftral may be a little bolder. Whether there 
be any fuch things really tranfaéted we know not, but if 
there be, we can’t believe it to be any thing elle but the 
Devil, and that the aforefaid Account is only a blind to pal- 
liate the horridneG& of an A&t of Uncleannefs with the De- 
vil himéelf. 

Queft. 4. Who is the greatet Ufa per in the World? 

-\ Anfw. ’Tis a hard Matter to refolve : The French King 
bids fair for ir, who as near as he can Ufurps and Lords 
it over the Lives, Rights and Priviledges of as much of 
Europe as he can: But I believe the Pope outbids him, in 
breaking in upon the Rights of Heaven, and exalting him- 
felf above all that is called God : In a word, by an{wering 
the Charadter of Revelat. 17. If it be Objedted, thar ar 
che prefent there is no Pope; the Anfwer is, h there 
is not one actually, there is one virtually ; viz. The fame 
Power which (chough a while fufpended, unle(s Commif- 
fively) will by a new Eleétion be again center’d in a New 
Pope. 

Queft. 3. Some Years fince I knew avery proud Maid in 
Cambridge, an Alderman’s Danghttr, who running to the 
Looking-gla{s to View ber felf, as foon as ever fhe came bome 
from hearing a Sermon upon a Sabbath-Day, foe thought 
with ber fel; that (he jaw the Devil in the Looking-Glafs, and 
thereupon fell Diftratied—Pray your Opinion of all this ? 

Anfw. Diftraition is perfetted by a Fright in a moment, 
and nor by little and little ; and if fhe gave this Account 
when Diftra&ed, ‘tis very probable ic t have as litle 
Truth in ic as what all Diftraéted Perfons Difcourfe has, 
who have neither regard to Truth or Lye, Reafon or Nonfinje, 
but {peak what's uppermoft: Bur if by other fair concur- 
ring Circumftances the Relation was Matter of Faét and 
real Truth, then our Anfwer is, That Ged does fometimes 
mark out and ftigmatize a particular Example of his Ju- 
flice, for che Admonition and Warning of others. 

Queft.6: A Man having a very large Apofibume on the 
outhde of bis Left Thigh, which by:fuppurating Applications 
was brought toa perfect Digeftion, ions that the Matter 
would fluttuate under the Finger; the next Morning it was 
defigned to be Opened, but that very Night it fink away of 
it felf,and a grtat Quantity of Pus was voided by Urine,an 
fo it became well, I can affure you this is Matter of Fait: 
Pray Anfwer me Anatomically, according to your be Fudg- 
ment, by what Paffages it went into the Bladder? 

Anfw. Authors abound with Inftances of intern Pofthu- 
mations Evacuated by Urine, but the prefent Ioftance pro- 
pos’d being External is more rare, but may admit of this 
Solution : The Ichorous and purulent Matter was difcharg'd 
inro the Interftitioms of the Mafcles, and lay there until 
the Colleétion became palpable to the Finger, and _— 
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ated according to the Impreffion thereof, this Purulency 
lay deep, infomuch that ic was nearer 4 fa agg 10- 
wardly than coming to any excern Ger er ate 
azo by which way this Recarreacy #4 P » OF HOW 
Nasare put to her (ifts relicw'd het felf, 1s am uncommon 


Giiriofity : However ir miighe find a Paffage to cranfport 
this retreating Mactcr into the Bladder, thus—— Some of 
the External Branches of tee Mliac or Crural Veins which 
are not (mall, might be more patent in the Parts than at 
other times ; and che Patient ruminating upon the Incifi- 
on to be made next Morning, might by an imaginary Con- 
curring Fear contribute to the retiring of the collected 
Purulency iro thofe parent Veins, which having taken It 
in, rhey (peedily circulated it tothe Emulgents, which 
efanfmitted itto the Urerers, and by chem Inco the Blad 
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Queft 7. How many Men the leas Number is fufficient to 


form an hollow Square ? 

At(w. Eight-——One may be placed in the middle of 
Eight, and at an cqual diftance, but nor in the middle of 
Four. 

Que't. 8. How can we underfand a clofer or loofer Con- 
nefiion in the parts of Matter, without admitting a Mixture 
of Vacuities ? 

Anfw. Very eafily, fince either Alt or Water fill up 
what without ‘em be a Vacuwm.and much eafier yet when 
we confider that Air and Warer are of themfelves capa- 
bie of Contraclion and Dilation, es aifo chat both of them 
may be made our of New Matrer. See the Experiments 
among the Philofophical Tranfadtions. 

Queft. When I lived in Bedford Towa, there was a 
Man of a quick Wit, a bold Spirit, and a fluent Tongue, but 
of a loole dchauch’d Converiarion ; who in my bearing af- 
trm'd that be did belicve there was neither God nor 
Devil, Heaven nor Hell, and I told bim that be did very 
vafbly to utter thoje words, being greatly deluded by the De- 
vil ; and that Iwas confident if I lived to (ee bim die, I 
Prould bear bim contradiéé fuch unwary impious Affertions. 
He veplyed, At the prefent be was affured ‘of what be faid--- 
Not long after this Perfon was appribended, and for a Noto- 
vious Crime,condemn'd by 2 Judge of Alfixe to be bangtd,and 
about a Day before his Execution J went to bim, on pur- 
poft to fee if the Thoughts of approaching Death bad not made 
bim changed his former Atheiftical Principles : And coming 
to him he did with many Tears bewail bis former Delufions, 
and told me, that 2 Prifon and the Serious Meditation of 
Death bad epentd bis Eyes 5 and that when be bad formerly 
faid to me, there was ro God, yet be did not then beartily be- 
lieve what be {aid—What’s your Thought upon all this? and 
whether de you thing there ever was a real Atheift ? 

Arfw. We are ali naturally inclin'd to believe what we 
would have ro be. "Tis an i/l Man's Intere(t there (bold be 
no God, becaufeno Punifhment, aod this Incereft pafies 
into Argument, but yet vor fo concluding as to pafs into 
a Satisfaction. 1 know not how far a deep habitual Coarfe 
of Imptery may deprave the Judgment, and render the 
Delinquent uncapabie of taking a due Eftimate of Futurity; 
but T cannot believe any Perfon that will give himfelf 
the Itberry ef thinking, and yet deny the Exiftence of a 
Deity, borh asto Creation and Providence.— I knew a 
Perfon that usd co damn that idle thought of thinking, 
which co me appear’d 2 greater Argument of an Atheift 
than the profeffing of one’s felf fo. I believe there may 
be a drunken injudicious Atheift, bat not a fober think- 
ing Atheift. 

Queft. 10. A Gentieman baving a plentiful Eftate by bis 
Wift, and no Iifee, defires your Opinion, whether it be a fin 
to marry another, by whom be thinks be may bave Iifue, the 
former Wife yet living ? 

_Anfw. Our Law amongft other Cafes reckons up Frigi- 
ditatis Canfa, asa Cafe to ground a Divorcement upon, 
but as I take it, admits not the Man to marry another whil/i 
bis former Wife as living; but fuppofing it did, 1 cannot be- 
lteve the A& is difpenfible by the Laws of God, fince our 
Saviour has been fo pofitive and plain in this Cafe, viz. 
Whoforver (hall put away bis wife, faving for the cauje of for- 
mication, Caufcrd ber to commit adultery, and whofeever hat 
marty her that us diverced, commisteth Adultery : Befides 
a) us, ‘cts moratly an ill change, Seldom comes a« better, 
aud Wife Man had rather take up with one knowa 
Frouble chan run the hazard of being involv’d im many. A 
fecond Wife may be Barren as well as the firft, if not, ’cis 
reo Co one whither the Happine(s of Iflue may Countervail 
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the Unhappinefs of the Death of Children,or the ill Cour- 
fes they may take, with a choufand other attending Incon- 
veniences. 

ft. 11. What’s the Reafon that a Bullet dropt from 
the round top of a Ship ander the {wifteft Sail, fall fall upon 
the Deck as far before the Mat as to: Hand is that delivers 
it, and not agreat way bebind, conjiacring the running of 
the Ship while the Rullet is falling? 

Anfw. Vol. 1. Number 14. 11 Qutiion. We have faid 
fomething of a Bullet falling from fome high Place into a 
Ship under Sail, where we have given our Reafon that the 
Motion of the Ship has no efte@ upon the Perpendicular 
falling of the Buller ————But 1n this laft Queftion the 
cafe is very different for the Bulice falls from one part 
of the Snip to another, which ts ali one body, and the 
Motion is equal at the borrom aswell asthe top, which 
folves the difficulcy of falling in the fame place, whether 
wuder Sail or at Anchor———there aoceds no experience 
ra convince this Truth, if it be confider’d, that the Mo- 
tion is betwixt the Water and the Ship, and not becwixe 
one part of the Ship and another, for chac part of the Wa- 
ter that was perpéndicalar to the Top of the Ship, when 
the Bullet begins to fall, is patt over both by the Ship and 
the Builer, which are got into another place of the Wa- 
ter diflant trom the frit perpendicular perhaps two or 
three Yards, which is all the Reafon that a Bullet from an 
high place in a Ship keeps ics due diftance in its fall, whe- 
ther wader Sail or not. 

Quefl. 12. Whither the Inhabitants of Aigypt, and fome 
parts of America and other places, receive iheir Blacknefs 
occajined by the Sun or the Climate? Uf not, by what? 

Anfw. Vide Vol. 1 Ni 12. Queft. 2. 

Queft. 13. What Reafon is to b: alfign'd for the Brackifh- 
nels or Saline? of the Sea? 

Anfw. See Vol. & Namo. 2. Suet. 12. 
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tr HE Supplement to the Firft Volume of the Athenian Gazztte 
I ( is now publifh’d ) containing the Teanfactions and 
Experiments of the Foreign Vertwefe’s: As alfo their In- 
genious Conferences upon many Nice and Curious Queflions, To 
which is added an Acceunt of the Defiga and Scope of moftof the 
confiderable Books Printed in al Langwayzes.and of the Quality of the 
Author,if known. The whole being a Tranflationof what is moft rare 
and valuable, in the Pars fournal des Scavansy the Ada Eruditorum 
Lipfie, the Untverfal Hifterical Biblioth. que, and in the New Book, 
Entituled, En Tretiens Serisuces & Galamves,&c. publith’d for the 
improving of Nuwral, Mral, and Divine Knowledge, astis {peeified 
in the Preface tothele Papers, which Laid #reface gives the Reader a 
full Account of the Defign and Ui of thefe Foreign Vertuolo’s, 
Price 1s, Soldat the Keven in the Poultresy wheit is tobe hid. tbe 
Fur ft Fulume of the Athenian Gaszerre, beginning March 17th. “ard 
entiing May 20th. 1691. (or fingte ones to this time.) 

We defign to add the Contents of cach Supplem nr to that A/pbs- 
betical Table we have promifed at the end of every Ycar, rhit fo by 
the help of this Genera/ Table our Querifis may prefcatly find any 
Queftion or Subjc@ they have a mind wa confule. ci:ber in our Wiek- 
ly Mcrcuries, ot Sepplemantal Volemes 3 and thercfore to render our 
Underrsking this ferviceable tothe Reader, we fhall print the Svpple- 
ment to each Volume of our Aibeman Gazette on the fame Paper 
with our Weckiy Mercuries, that fo thy may bind up with ’em. 

In this Suplemeotal Volume we have Prigted that full Account of 
our 4 benian Projet which we have fo often promifed to the World: 
And that no Man may be ignorant of what our whol: Usdertaking ty 
we fhall again Prine the fame Account in our next Saturdays Mer- 
cury. ' 

‘ Ww hive received fevera) Queftions lat Week that are already an- 
we'd i our Firft Volume, 

Many of the Ingenious Queftions which we have receiv’d this 
Week, are anfwwer’d in this Supplcment now recited, and tome of "em 
are alio anfwer’d in our Firft Volume. 


*," We have had many Queftions fent us relating to 

the Papers, Eorituled , 4 Catalogur of Ladies to be fold by 
Autison, which fhall be Anfwer’d all together next Fué/- 
day, that being the day on which we are to Anfwer (ac- 
cording to our wonred Method) the feveral Queftions 
fent us by the fair Sex concerning Love and Marriage. 
_ ‘The Supplement te the forft Volume of the Athenian Gaxtt 
Is now publifhed —Price 4. s. Sold at the Raven inthe 
Poultry. In this Supplement, and alfoin our Firs Volume 
is An{wered many of rhe Ingenious Quefiions lately fent 
us, and the reft fhali. be Anfwer'd at the End of our fecond 
Volume. 

We have receiv'd the 


- ueftions fent us £ on 
abour Silver Wirew Q us from Wood/irect, 
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